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ORDINANCE NO. 2004-014 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, PERTAINING TO THE ASSESSMENT OF 
ADDITIONAL COURT COSTS PURSUANT TO SECTION 
939.185, FLORIDA STATUTES; PROVIDING FOR TITLE; 
PROVIDING FOR AUTHORITY; PROVIDING FOR 
IMPOSITION OF ADDITIONAL COURT COSTS: 
PROVIDING FOR REPORTING; PROVIDING FOR 
REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE 
CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 


WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature adopted Senate Bill 2962 relating to funding of the 
state court system; and 

WHEREAS, Section 88 of Senate Bill 2962 (2004) created Section 939.185. Florida 
Statutes, to authorize a board of county commissioners to adopt an ordinance creating an 
additional court cost, not to exceed $65, to be imposed by the court when a person pleads guilty 
or nolo contendere to, or is found guilty of, any felony, misdemeanor, or criminal traffic | 
offense under the laws of this state; and 

WHEREAS, the Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners desires to adopt | 
an ordinance pursuant to Section 939.185. Florida Statutes. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

Section 1. Title. 

This Ordinance shall be titled the “Palm Beach County Court Pregram Funding 
Ordinance.” 

Section 2. Authority. 

This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority vested in the County by Section | 
939.185, Florida Statutes. 

Section 3. Imposition of Additional Court Costs. 

A. The court shall impose an additional court cost in the amount of $65 when a 
person pleads guilty or nolo contendre to, or is found guilty of, any felony, misdemeanor or 
criminal traffic offense under the laws of this state and the offense cccurred in Palm Beach 
County. The additional assessment of court costs shall be accounted for scparately by the 
County and be allocated as follows: 

jig Twenty-five percent of the amount collected shall be allocated to fund 
innovations to supplement state funding for elements of the state courts system identified in 
Section 29.004, Florida Statutes, and the County funding for local requirements under Section | 
29.008(2)(a)(2), Florida Statutes | 
De Twenty-five percent of the amount collected shall be allocated to assist 
the County in providing legal aid programs required under Section 29.0G8(3)(a). Florida 


Statutes. 


p Twenty-five percent of the amount collected shall be ailocated to fund 
personnel and legal materials for the public as part of a law library. 

4. Twenty-five percent of the amount collected shall be used as determined 
by the Board of County Commissioners to support teen court programs. juvenile assessment 
centers. and other juvenile alternative programs. 

B. The court shall order a person to pay the additional court cost required by this 
Ordinance. The Clerk of the Court shall collect and distribute the court costs imposed pursuant 


to this Ordinance to the County on a monthly basis. 


C. The County shall pay the Clerk of the Court an amount equal to five percent of 


the total monthly amount of the court costs collected pursuant to this Ordinance for the cost of 


administering the collection of such court costs or such amount as may be otherwise provided 
for by law. 


Section 4. Reporting. 
The County shall report the amount of funds collected pursuant to this Ordinance and 


provide an itemized list of expenditures for all programs and activities authorized by this 
Ordinance to the appropriate state agency or body on a quarterly basis in accordance with the 


requirements of Section 939.185, Florida Statutes beginning with the quarter ending on 


September 30. 2004. Quarterly reports shal! be submitted no later than 30 days after the end of | 


the quarter. Any unspent and unencumbered funds at the close of the County fiscal year | 


allocated under Section 3(A)(2)-(4) of this Ordinance shall be transferred for use pursuant to 
Section 3(A)(1) of this Ordinance. 

Section 5. Repeal of Laws in Conflict. 

All local laws and ordinances in conflict with any provisions of this Ordinance are 
hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 


Section 6. Severability. 


If any section. paragraph, sentence, clause. phrase. or word of this Ordinance is for any 


reason held by a Court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional. inoperative. or void, 


such holding shall not affect the remainder of this Ordinance. 

Section 7. Inclusion in the Code of Laws and Ordinances: 

The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Palm Beach 
County Code. The sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or re-Jettered to accomplish 
such, and the word “ordinance” may be changed to “section.” “article.” or other appropriate 
word. 

Section 8. Effective Date. 


The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective on July 1. 2004. 
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APPROVED and ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 


County, Florida, on this the 22 Gay of___June ———s—SS 20 
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eTa, PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS 
BOARD OF, COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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Deputy Cler Or ae a T. Marcus. Chair 
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Filed with the Department of State onthe 24 dayot June __——_ .20 04. 
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